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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 3, 17, and 30 are objected to because of the following informalities: there is 
a period in the second line in the claims (see MPEP 608.01 (m) - each claim begins with a 
capital letter and ends with a period). Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 4 and 1 8 are objected to because the claims end with two periods (refer to 
MPEP 608.01 (m) - each claim begins with a capital letter and ends with a period). 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Patterson 
(Pub No US 2002/0052941 A1; hereinafter Patterson). 

As to claim 1, Patterson teaches: 

A method for displaying a communication network in a graphical user interface 
(GUI) display (e.g., see Fig. 3A), comprising: 

displaying at least a portion of said communication network in said GUI display 
(e.g., displaying server farm 314), including a plurality of network element icons 
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representing a plurality of network elements and logical connections among said plurality 
of network element icons (e.g., network element icons 320B, 322B and logical connection 
between them); 

ascertaining a first set of properties associated with a first network element of said 
plurality of network elements, said first set of properties representing properties associated 
with said first network element in said communication network (e.g., network element icon 
322B represents firewall); and 

displaying at least one visual indicator in said GUI display (e.g., network element 
icon 322B), said at least one visual indicator being displayed in a visually connected 
manner with a first network element icon representing said first network element (e.g., 
network element icon 320B is connected to icon 322B), said at least one visual indicator 
visually indicating in said GUI display that said first set of properties is associated with said 
first network element in said communication network (e.g., 'FirewalU', see Fig. 3A). 

As to claim 13, Patterson teaches: 

A method for displaying a communication network in a graphical user interface 
(GUI) display (e.g., see Fig. 3A), comprising: 

displaying at least a portion of said communication network in said GUI display 
(e.g., displaying server farm 314), including a plurality of network element icons 
representing a plurality of network elements and logical connections among said plurality 
of network element icons (e.g., network element icons 320B, 322B and logical connection 
between them); 
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ascertaining a first set of properties associated with a first network element of said 
plurality of network elements, said first set of properties representing properties associated 
with said first network element in said communication network (e.g., network element icon 
322B represents firewall); 

ascertaining a second set of properties associated with a second network element 
of said plurality of network elements, said second set of properties representing properties 
associated with said second network element in said communication network (e.g., 
network element icon 320B represents internet); 

visually indicating in said GUI display that said first set of properties is associated 
with said first network element in said communication network (e.g., 'FirewalU' is 
associated with network element icon 322B); and 

visually indicating in said GUI display, simultaneously with said visually indicating 
that said first set of properties is associated with said first network element, that said 
second set of properties is associated with said second network element in said 
communication network (e.g., 'FirewalU' is associated with network element icon 322B, 
'Internetl' is associated with icon 320B). 

As to claim 26, Patterson teaches: 

An article of manufacture comprising a program storage medium having computer 
readable code embodied therein, said computer readable code being configured to display 
a communication network in a graphical user interface (GUI) display (e.g., see [0350] and 
Fig. 3A), comprising: 
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computer readable code for displaying at least a portion of said communication 
network in said GUI display (e.g., displaying server farm 314), including a plurality of 
network element icons representing a plurality of network elements and logical 
connections among said plurality of network element icons (e.g., network element icons 
320B, 322B and logical connection between them); 

computer readable code for ascertaining a first set of properties associated with a 
first network element of said plurality of network elements, said first set of properties 
representing properties associated with said first network element in said communication 
network (e.g., network element icon 322B represents firewall) and for ascertaining a 
second set of properties associated with a second network element of said plurality of 
network elements, said second set of properties representing properties associated with . 
said second network element in said communication network (e.g., network element icon 
320B represents internet); 

computer readable code for visually indicating in said GUI display that said first set 
of properties is associated with said first network element in said communication network 
and for visually indicating in said GUI display, simultaneously with said visually indicating 
that said first set of properties is associated with said first network element, that said 
second set of properties is associated with said second network element in said 
communication network (e.g., 'FirewalU' is associated with network element icon 322B, 
'Internetl' is associated with icon 320B). 

As to claims 15 and 28, Patterson further teaches wherein said visually indicating that 
said first set of properties is associated with said first network element and said visually 
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indicating said second set of properties is associated with said second network element in 
said communication network (e.g., 'FirewalU' is associated with network element icon 
322B, 'Internetr is associated with icon 320B, see Fig. 3A) occur in the same window of 
said GUI display (e.g., workspace 312 in Fig. 3A). 

As to claims 2, 14, 16, 27, and 29, Patterson further teaches wherein said at least one 
visual indicator includes a visual icon other than said first network element icon (e.g., see 
network element icon 322B in Fig. 3A and icon 322 in Fig. 3B). 

As to claims 3 and 17, Patterson further teaches wherein said at least one visual 
indicator includes a different color for said first network element icon said different color 
being different from a default color that exists if said first set of properties is not associated 
with said first network element in said communication network (e.g., see network element 
icon 322B in Fig. 3A and icon 322 in Fig. 3B). 

As to claims 4 and 18, Patterson further teaches wherein said at least one visual 
indicator includes a different shading for said first network element icon, said different 
shading being different from a default shading that exists if said first set of properties is not 
associated with said first network element in said communication network (e.g., see 
network element icon 322B in Fig. 3A and icon 322 in Fig. 3B). 

As to claims 5 and 19, Patterson further teaches wherein said at least one visual 
indicator includes a different background color for said first network element icon, said 
different background color being different from a default background color that exists if said 
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first set of properties is not associated with said first network element in said 
communication network (e.g., see network element icon 322B in Fig. 3A and icon 322 in 
Fig.3B). 

As to claims 6 and 20, Patterson further teaches wherein said at least one visual 
indicator includes textual information pertaining to said first network element icon, said 
textual information being different from textual information, if any, that exists if said first set 
of properties is not associated with said first network element in said communication 
network (e.g., see network element icon 322B in Fig. 3A and icon 322 in Fig. 3B). 

As to claims 7 and 21, Patterson further teaches wherein said at least one visual 
indicator includes a different texture for said first network element icon, said texture being 
different from a default texture that exists if said first set of properties is not associated with 
said first network element in said communication network (e.g., see Fig. 5). 

As to claims 8 and 22, Patterson further teaches wherein said at least one visual 
indicator represents a different shape for said first network element icon, said different 
shape being different from a default shape that is displayed if said first set of properties is 
not associated with said first network element in said communication network (e.g., see 
network element icon 322B in Fig. 3A and icon 322 in Fig. 3B). 

As to claims 9 and 23, Patterson further teaches wherein said at least one visual 
indicator represents a different size for said first network element icon, said different size 
being different from a default size that is displayed if said first set of properties is not 
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associated with said first network element in said communication network (e.g., see 
network element icon 322B in Fig. 3A and icon 322 in Fig. 3B). 

As to claim 30, Patterson further teaches wherein said visually indicating said first 
set of properties includes displaying a visual characteristic for said first network element 
icon said visual characteristic being different from a default visual characteristic that exists 
if said first set of properties is not associated with said first network element in said 
communication network, said visual characteristic representing one of a color for said first 
network element icon, a different shading for said first network element icon, a different 
background color for said first network element icon, a different texture for said first 
network element icon, textual information pertaining to said first network element, a 
different shape for said first network element icon, and a different size for said first network 
element icon (e.g., see network element icon 322B in Fig. 3A and icon 322 in Fig. 3B). 

As to claims 10, 24, and 31, Patterson further teaches wherein said first network 
element is one of a server (e.g., network element icon 324 C-D, see Fig. 3A), a subnet 
(e.g., icon 326 B-C), a firewall (e.g., icon 322B), a VPN (e.g., icon 330B) and a load 
balancer (e.g., icon 328B). 

As to claim 11, Patterson further teaches including ascertaining a second set of 
properties associated with a second network element of said plurality of network elements, 
said second set of properties representing properties associated with said second network 
element in said communication network (e.g., network element icon 320B represents 
internet, see Fig. 3A); and displaying at least another visual indicator in said GUI display 
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(e.g., network element icon 320B), said at least another visual indicator being displayed in 
a visually connected manner with a second network element icon representing said 
second network element (e.g., network element icon 320B is connected to icon 322B), said 
at least another visual indicator visually indicating in said GUI display that said second set 
of properties is associated with said second network element in said communication 
network (e.g., 'Internetr, see Fig. 3A). 

As to claims 12, 25, and 32, Patterson further wherein said communication network 
represents a logical network constructed from a common pool of network elements (e.g., 
see [0020]). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 11(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns, line numbers, and figures in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teaching of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. 

Inquiry 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1033. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday: 7:30 - 5:00, off on 
alternating Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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